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Meadow: pipit feeding a young cuckoo © John Walters Bird survey © DNPA

Dartmoor - a speciq' p|qce Recent surveys have shown that:
for moorland birds
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Dunlin © DNPA

Snipe © Laurie Campbell

Waders

There are about 15 breeding pairs of

on Dartmoor. This is the southern-most
breeding population of this species in the
world! Nationally, numbers of dunlin appear
to be stable at the moment. Dunlin breed
in the areas of high moor on good quality
blanket bog where they feed within the
short vegetation and runnels. In the winfter,
they move off Dartmoor and can be seen
along the mudflats of the coast.

: are threatened

- with extinction as a

-~ breeding bird on Dartmoor.
.\ There are only 1-3 pairs left.
. This species is globally near-
. threatened. On Dartmoor,
these birds build their nests

" Curlew =S
 © Chris Gomersall . Within the damp valley

mires. They normally lay
around three eggs and fwo to three young
fend to hatch. However, research has shown
that few, if any, young fledge successfully.
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Dartmoor has a healthy population

of breeding . Recent surveys have
shown that there are close to 200 breeding
pairs of snipe on Dartmoor - this is the
biggest breeding population of this species
in southern England. The evocative
drumming display of the males is one of the
sounds of spring on Dartmoor. They build
their nests in the wettest parts of valley mires.

have a striking appearance,
with black and white plumage, iridescent
green and purple back ond a wispy cres’r
Large flocks of lapwing ety 4o Ve
can sfill be seen on
Dartmoor in the winter
months, but they are now
sife. Concerted habitat  fs
management work by the | gowing © DNPA
conservation authorities
and the landowner means that in recent
years there has been breeding success.
Nationally, this species is in decline.
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Meadow pipit feeding a young cuckoo © John Walters

Ground-nesting birds

are, together with skylarks,
the most common birds on the open moor.
The population is thought to be stable.
Their parachuting display flight in the spring
is quite distinctive. Meadow pipits are
occasionally parasitised by the
Cuckoos lay their egg in a meadow pipit
nest. The young cuckoo hatches before
the meadow pipits, and pushes all the
other eggs from the nest. In this way it
has the sole attention of it’s foster parents,
who will continue to feed it even when the
cuckoo has become bigger than them!

The never-ending song

of the high over
the moors in summer has
inspired many a poet

and composer. Skylarks
are common on Dartmoor’s
uplands. Our population is

M

Skylark ; N
© Ben Hall nationally significant as there
have been huge declines
in the lowlands. As obvious as they are in
the sky, they are well hidden on the ground.

Skylarks hide their nests deep in a tussock.
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and both use rocks
and boulders under which to hide their nests
such as clitter slopes below a tor. Dartmoor
holds nationally important numibers of wheatear
and is now the only upland
in the south with breeding
ring ouzel. DNPA is working
with lefterboxing and
geocaching organisers to
avoid placing boxes or
caches in known sensitive it SESEe
areas during the nesting “\;Vecn‘r@ DNPA
season.

At night, a confinuous churring noise

gives away the presence of the

These migratory birds normally arrive in early
May and tend to breed well info August.
The nest of a nightjar is
just a shallow scrape of
earth. This scrape is
protected from view by
surrounding heather or
bracken. Nightjars are
one of the few moorland  §
species on Dartmoor that  Nightiar

are increasing in numbers. gﬂﬁiﬁ%am
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Stonechat © Jeremy Barker

Red grouse © Tom Marshall rspb-images.com i

The is a common sight on Dartmoor.
They remain on Dartmoor all year round and
only refreat to the lowlands when it gets really
cold. You can offen see them sifting proud on
a gorse bush or a hawthorn free.

overwinter in Africa
and return to Dartmoor in
April. About 500 pairs are

thought to breed on

i Dartmoor. They are different
from the stonechat because
they have a white eyestripe.
Whinchats make a small
nest in a tussock of grass or
bilberry. Quite often you can see a whinchat
singing or calling from a bracken frond.

have

recently expanded their
range across southern Britain.
They prefer to breed in areas
of thick gorse. As they are

- at the northern edge of their
range and overwinter on
Dartmoor, they are heavily
affected by harsh winters.

e
Dartford w
© Ben Hall
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Other moorland birds

Dartmoor has a small breeding population,
of around 40 pairs of . They
can be found on the high plateaus of
the moor amongst heather.

breed next
to the boggy areas and
springs on Dartmoor. Their
nests are very low to the
ground and occasionally
run the risk of flooding!
The male has a striking
black and white head.

b

Reed bum‘/ng .
© Mike Richards
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are rarely seen, more |
often heard. A quiet, =
confinuous reeling noise
from a willow free in May
or June is most likely to
give away the presence

of this African migrant. | & O
Grasshopper warbler

© DNPA
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Ringing young birds © DNPA | Swaling, Haytor © DNPA

What we are doing to help Swaling
moorland nesting birds
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e
How we can all help mooriand Organising events

nesting birds

During the bird breeding season
(the months of March, April, May, June and
July), you can minimise disturbance by:
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